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Pressure is mounting on Volkswagen to explain why it failed to recall its cars for a faulty air bag and related defects until it was sued for one of the biggest automakers’s safety failures. VW was hit with a $2.8bn fine in the US and has agreed to buy back about 500,000 of its diesel cars to remedy its software that kept their cars
from being diagnosed for the problems. The US Environmental Protection Agency and the California Air Resources Board fined Volkswagen a combined $23.5bn after finding the carmaker had deliberately cheated US tailpipe emissions tests. Volkswagen said it would appeal the fines, which were the largest levied against a
carmaker. The US Securities and Exchange Commission is also investigating the German carmaker over another type of emission test. Volkswagen said it would ramp up the sale of electric cars and hybrids to raise production and become profitable again. Volkswagen said it could not comment on the matter until its appeals
process was completed. But it added: “During the settlement with the US Environmental Protection Agency, an independent monitoring program including re-testing of US-manufactured vehicles has been set up. “The company has repeatedly undertaken and completed remedial actions since the settlement.” Volkswagen has
been hammered by a spate of problems. In the US, a woman was critically burned last August in a crash involving a defective airbag. Another woman has said she will sue the company over a 2007 crash in which she suffered fractures to her ribs and vertebrae. Emil Molinaro, lawyer for the injured woman, Kia Borboudakis,
said: “We are pleased that the company is finally taking the steps required to fix a defect that resulted in catastrophic injury.” Last month, a federal court jury awarded the family of an Arizona man who died from an airbag defect that killed him $400,000 in compensatory damages. The latest recall of affected cars comes two
weeks after a passenger died in a crash of a recalled Volkswagen Touareg in California, and a few days after a different defective airbag contributed to a crash death of a Tennessee woman. The company has had to face a massive recall of 2m affected cars around the world in less than two years. In October, US prosecutors said
a criminal conspiracy was behind the cheating, saying that Volkswagen executives had consciously changed the software to beat pollution tests around the world. f988f36e3a
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